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Methods and Procedures 
 

Between August 22nd and October 22nd, 2014 a mail educational study was administered 

to a random sample of 3,000 Georgia household addresses using an address based sample 

obtained from the United States Postal Service database of residential households. The study 

instrument obtained levels of support or opposition to legalizing the recreational use of 

marijuana among Georgia voters.  

Of these 3,000 randomly selected addresses, 396 were returned undeliverable as 

addressed. A post-card reminder was mailed to each address one week following the initial mail 

out. Respondents who completed the survey were mailed an incentive check of $10.00 as a 

token of appreciation for their participation. Of the 2,604 eligible addresses remaining in the 

sample, 553 completed studies were returned for an effective response rate of 21.2%. 

Estimates derived from a sample of this size are subject to a sampling margin of error of 4.2% at 

the 95 percent confidence interval. The following tables summarize results of the study. 

 

Executive Summary 

A majority of Georgians reported opposition to legalizing recreational marijuana use in the 
state of Georgia.  

When all cases are included, 52.1% opposed legalization of recreational marijuana use prior 
to reading the education piece (see p. 9).  

After reading the education piece, 58.2% opposed legalization of recreational marijuana use. 
Prior to reading the education piece, 9.0% reported being undecided on legalization of 
recreational marijuana use, while 7.4% reported being undecided after reading the education 
piece.  

Finally, prior to reading the education piece 38.9% reported supporting the legalization of 
recreational marijuana use, while after reading the education piece 34.4% reported support 
for legalization of recreational marijuana use. (See Table 2) 

When analyzing only those respondents who answered both of the legalization items 51.8% 
of respondents reported opposition to the legalization of recreational marijuana use prior to 
reading the education piece while 57.9% reported opposition after reading the education 
piece.  
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Prior to reading the education piece 8.8% reported being undecided to the legalization of 
recreational marijuana use, while 7.4% reported being undecided after reading the education 
piece.  

Prior to reading the education piece, only 39.4% reported supporting the legalization of 
recreational marijuana use, while after reading the education piece only 34.7% reported 
supporting the legalization of recreational marijuana use. (See Table 3) 

Statistically significant differences were observed with regard to the legalization of 
recreational marijuana use in Georgia. Prior to reading the education piece, the largest 
difference in support and opposition to the legalization of recreational marijuana use was 
observed among differing age groups, with a monotonic decrease in support as one ages.  

Whereas 66.7% of those aged 18-24 supported legalization of recreational marijuana use, 
73.9% of those aged 65 and older opposed legalization of recreational marijuana use, and the 
proportion supporting legalization of recreational marijuana use declined with each 
successive age group, while opposition increased with each successive age group. 
Furthermore, the proportion  of respondents undecided was largest among those aged 18-24 
(16.7%) and smallest among those aged 65 and older (5.9%). (See Table 4) 

Support for legalization of recreational marijuana was also statistically higher among non-
white respondents (43.7% versus 36.6%), and statistically lower among white respondents 
(56.6% versus 41.7%). Non-white respondents were also more likely to be undecided on 
legalization (14.6%) than were white respondents (6.8%). (See Table 4) 

Men were significantly more likely to support legalization of recreational marijuana use 
(42.9%) than women (35.4%). (See Table 4)  

After reading the education piece, the results were even more pronounced with respect to 
age. Whereas 62.5% of those aged 18-24 supported legalization of recreational marijuana 
use, while 80.5% of those aged 65 and older opposed legalization of recreational marijuana 
use.  

Similarly, older respondents were less likely to be undecided on the issue (3.4%) while 
younger respondents were more likely to be undecided (13.5%). (See Table 5) 

After reading the education piece men were significantly more likely to support legalization 
of recreational marijuana use than were women (41.0% versus 29.1%) (See Table 5) 
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Table 1 
Sample Demographics 

  
 
 n % 2010 Census 
 
Gender: 
 
Male 224 45.4 48.0 
Female 293 54.6 52.0 
TOTAL 537 100.0 100.0 
 
Age: 
 
18 – 24 24 4.6 13.6 
25 – 44 149 28.5 37.9 
45 – 64 230 44.1 34.2 
65 and older 119 22.8 14.3 
TOTAL 522 100.0 100.0 
 
Education: 
 
< HS Grad 25 4.8 16.2 
HS Grad 98 18.8 29.2 
Some College/Tech School 149 28.7 29.6 
College Graduate or Higher 248 47.7 25.0 
TOTAL 520 100.0 100.0 
 
Race/Ethnicity: 
 
White 369 70.8 59.7 
Black/African American 124 23.8 30.5 
Hispanic or Latino 12 2.3 8.2 
American Indian 4 0.8 0.3 
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 1 0.2 0.1 
Asian 11 2.1 3.2 
TOTAL 521 100.0 102.0* 
 
MSA/Non-MSA: 
 
MSA 426 82.1 76.6 
Non-MSA 93 17.9 23.4 
TOTAL 519 100.0 100.0 
 
 
*  Totals exceed 100% due to choosing more than one race category 
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Table 2 
 

Support or Opposition to Legalization of Recreational Marijuana 
Pre-Education Piece and Post-Education Piece (Full Sample) 

 
  
 Pre-Education Piece Post-Education Piece 
 
 n % n % 
 
Strongly Agree 118 22.6 109 20.2 
Agree 85 16.3 77 14.2 
Undecided 47 9.0 40 7.4 
Disagree 57 10.9 64 11.9 
Strongly Disagree 215 41.2 250 46.3 
TOTAL 522 100.0 540 100.0 
 
p < .001 (Analysis of Variance with Post-hoc comparisons computed – each category was statistically significant) 
 
 _ 

_       
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Table 3 
 

Support or Opposition to Legalization of Recreational Marijuana 
Pre-Education Piece and Post-Education Piece (Responded to Both Legalization Items) 

 
  
 Pre-Education Piece Post-Education Piece 
 
 n % n % 
 
Strongly Agree 117 22.8 103 20.1 
Agree 85 16.6 75 14.6 
Undecided 45 8.8 38 7.4 
Disagree 57 11.1 59 11.5 
Strongly Disagree 209 40.7 238 46.4 
TOTAL 513 100.0 513 100.0 
 
p < .001 (Analysis of Variance with Post-hoc comparisons computed – each category was statistically significant) 
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Table 4 

 
Support or Opposition to Legalization of Recreational Marijuana Use in Georgia, 

by Demographic Items, Pre-Education Piece 
 

 
 Support Undecided Oppose 
 
Overall: 38.9 9.0 52.1 
 
 
Gender:* 
 
Male 42.9 6.3 50.8 
Female 35.4 11.4 53.2 
 
Ethnicity:* 
 
White 36.6 6.8 56.6 
Non-White 43.7 14.6 41.7 
 
Age:* 
 
18-24 66.7 16.7 16.7 
25-44 47.7 9.4 43.0 
45-64 39.7 9.6 50.7 
65+ 20.2 5.9 73.9 
 
Education: 
 
HS Grad or Less 39.0 10.6 50.4 
Some College 43.9 8.8 47.3 
College Grad or More 35.5 8.5 56.0 
 
MSA/Non-MSA: 
 
MSA 40.5 8.8 50.7 
Non-MSA 31.3 9.6 59.0 
 
*  p < .01 
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Support or Opposition to Legalization to Recreational Marijuana Use I Georgia – 
Pre-Education Piece 
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Education Piece 

 

If your response to Question 5 was “agree” or “strongly agree” would it change your mind if 

you knew about the following statistics? 

   1. Those who used marijuana heavily in their teens and continued through adulthood showed 

a permanent drop in IQ of 8 points.  Source: M. H. Meier, Avshalom Caspi, et. al. 2012. 

“Persistent cannabis users show neuropsycho-logical decline from childhood to midlife.” 

Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.  

 

2.  1 in 6 teenagers (17%) that smoke marijuana become addicted to it. Source: 

 Anthony JC, et.al., Comparative Epidemiology of Dependence on Tobacco, 

 Alcohol, Controlled Substances, and Inhalants, 1994. Sited by Dr. Nora Volkow,  

Director, National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIDA). 

  

3. An examination of 9 studies over the past 2 decades concluded that drivers 

who tested positive for marijuana, or who reported using marijuana, are more than twice as 

likely as other drivers to be involved in motor vehicle crashes. Epidemiologic Reviews, Volume 

34, 2012. 

 

4. Residents of states with medical marijuana laws are 1.92 times (almost two 

times) more likely to smoke marijuana and 1.81 times more likely to have a diagnosis of 

marijuana abuse/dependence. Source: Cerda, Wall, Keyes, Galea, and Hasin. Drug and Alcohol 

Dependence, 2012. 

 

5.  In adults with heart disease marijuana use can increase the risk of a heart attack more than 

fourfold in the hour after use, and can also provoke chest pain. Source: Hall W & Degenhard L 

(2009). Adverse health effects of non-medical cannabis use.  Lancet, 374:1383-1391. 
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Colorado statistics are presented below since Colorado has had marijuana laws in place for a 

number of years.  

1. Drivers who tested positive for marijuana in fatal car crashes doubled between 2006 and 

2010, while all fatal accidents decreased over the same time period. Source: CO Department of 

Transportation, 2012. 

 

2.  29% of Denver high school students used marijuana in the last 30 days. If Denver were an 

American state, it would have the highest public high school current use rates of any state in 

the country. Source: Healthy Kids Colorado, 2012. 
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Table 5 
Support or Opposition to Legalization of Recreational Marijuana Use in Georgia, 

by Demographic Items, Post-Education Piece 
  
 
 Support Undecided Oppose 
 
Overall: 34.4 7.4 58.1 
 
 
Gender:* 
 
Male 41.0 5.0 54.0 
Female 29.1 9.3 61.6 
 
Ethnicity: 
 
White 34.2 6.3 59.5 
Non-White 34.9 10.1 55.0 
 
Age:* 
 
18-24 62.5 13.5 25.0 
25-44 42.3 10.1 47.7 
45-64 36.0 7.2 56.8 
65+ 16.1 3.4 80.5 
 
Education: 
 
HS Grad or Less 35.2 9.0 55.7 
Some College 40.4 8.9 50.7 
College Grad or More 30.5 5.8 63.8 
 
MSA/Non-MSA: 
 
MSA 35.5 6.9 57.7 
Non-MSA 28.4 11.4 60.2 
*  p < .01 
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Support or Opposition to Legalization to Recreational Marijuana Use I Georgia – 
Post-Education Piece 

 

 

                                                           Comments Written by Respondents 

Cannabis also has other uses. As a relative to a child with seizures, the Bill should have been 
passed. 

Content of packet inadequate for the stated purpose. Does not appear to be valid as an 
unbiased scientific study. 

Help the children who need it. If you legalize it you can keep it away from kids and control the 
amount it is consumed by the adults. Take out the dealers! 

How about including stats on how it is safer than alcohol and also discuss how much it costs to 
put people in prison for small amounts of possession or how the criminalization is biased 
toward African-Americans. Lame. 

I am a recovered addict. This October I will celebrate 9 years free from drugs and alcohol. I used 
marijuana for a number of years before my sobriety, as did many members of my paternal 
family. I can personally vouch for the destruction of personal morality as well as the 
disintegration of families and other relationships due to marijuana use. My husband is also a 
recovered addict. He will celebrate 9 years in April 2015. If we can be of any further assistance, 
please let us know. Thank you for what you are doing. As a mother of 5 children it pleases me 
to know that people are still working and fighting for our tomorrows. gekasispiva@yahoo.com 

I believe smokers will get it anyway, legal or illegal. 
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I disagree with your statements on page 4. Keep it simple: (1) Identify results of cancer 
increasing from smoke and secondhand smoke (2) Increase in Marijuana with alcohol accidents 
(3) Slower response/reflex time while using marijuana (4) Job loss due to screening test (5) 
Possible addiction (6) Projected effects with increase in experimental use (7) Get data from 
countries where marijuana in legal - long term effects. 

I do believe in some cases we as individuals should if proven beneficial be able to use for 
medicinal purposes. 

I realize that I said the same before. Just re-emphasizing. 

I strongly support the legalization of medical marijuana. 

I think marijuana should be legalized for both medicinal and recreational use. 

I used marijuana in my 20's. I was a mess because of it. There was no drive or focus to my life 
until I quit using it. 

I'd like to note that I agree to medicinal use with a physician's signature. 

I've had breast cancer 2 times and back surgery. Marijuana helps me a lot more than pain pills. 
Pills will cause liver damage and all kinds of side effects. Pills can cause people to still be mean 
and just do all kinds of stupid stuff. I have seen it and have never seen anybody do things like 
that on pot. They just laugh, eat, watch TV. People that I have seen don't get smart mouth and 
hateful on pot. People just go on about their day and don't get mad so easy. Back in the 80s I 
smoked every might for restless legs for about 10 years. No pills would help and I didn't like 
them. My husband said I was a pothead. I didn't even smoke in day time. So I told him I would 
quit and he said I couldn't. I put it down and didn't smoke any more. I said see told you so. But I 
have had a lot of health problems lately and I have a doctor but didn't like taking the pills. So I 
smoke once in a while and it helps more for the pain. I am 62 and I have seen both sides. I have 
seen a lot of people die from pills and drugs if any difference. But not pot and not even get in 
trouble. 

If the statistics are true. 

If you can eradicate all controlled substances from planet earth I'd be for drug laws. People do 
what people do! 

Incarceration is not the answer to this issue; Your statistics to the left are not the compelling 
reasons; study the cost of victimless crimes and the effect of education and let educated people 
choose. 

It should definitely be decriminalized but perhaps not widely accessible. 
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Let's take booze. 

Maybe if marijuana was legal, it would cut down on people smoking meth. I hate what meth 
has done to families today. So sad – it’s a bad, bad drug. 

Medical use only 

Medical use only 

Medical yes 

No fines and no time 

No matter what the state's residents think the government will do whatever they feel is 
relevant. It’s not in our hands. 

Over 21 

Please try a survey of all the good things it helps like pain, cancer, just is general; please don s 
survey on how many accidents happen while texting and driving or putting on makeup - see it 
every day. 

Question: If marijuana did become legal would it be governed by the same laws and enforced 
as tobacco and alcohol as far as underage sales? 

Tax it. 

The economic impact to this state would be high. Most of the statements to the left on Page 4 
could also be applied to mis-use of alcohol as well. 

The facts changed my mind. Those numbers don't look good on paper. Thanks. 

Your studies mean nothing - legalize it and you stop the threat of underground drug sales. 
Better to buy from the store than the cartels. 


